
ISIR VERIFICATION PROCEDURES 2020-2021 
 
You submitted the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) and you think everything is going smoothly until 
you receive notice (via email from DSDT) that you have been selected for FAFSA verification. What does this mean? 

Verification is a process used to verify certain information on the FAFSA to ensure its accuracy. Some students are 
selected for verification by the U.S. Department of Education. Others are selected by the school. Usually only a 
certain percentage of students are selected for verification. 

Why is your file being verified? 
There are several possibilities for being selected for FAFSA verification. Keep in mind that more possibilities exist, but 
the following are the main reasons for being selected: 

• You were selected randomly. 

• The submitted FAFSA application has incomplete data. 

• The data on the FAFSA application appears to contradict itself. 

• The FAFSA application has estimated information on it. 
 
What needs to be done after the selection? 
After you receive notification that you have been selected for verification, you should first read any messages from 
the Department of Education appearing on the Student Aid Report. Contact your Financial Aid Office at 
Financialaid@dsdt.edu (FAO) if you have any questions. Next, you should submit copies of documents that the 
Financial Aid Office requests. This request will be sent via email and accessible in your student document portal.  
You will download, print and complete the requested documents. A wet signature is required for Verification 4 & 5 
worksheets.  
These documents may include: 

• Verification Worksheet 

• IRS Tax Return Transcript (Note: If you use the IRS Data Retrieval option when completing the FAFSA and 

make no changes to the tax information, a tax return transcript may not be required.) 

• Marriage Certificate 

• Social Security Card 

• Alien Registration Card 

• Other information/documentation 

The type of documents required will vary from student to student, and not all students selected for FAFSA verification 

will have to submit the same documents. Do not turn in any documentation that was not requested. 

What happens if there are discrepancies in the application? 
After you turn in all required documents, the Financial Aid Office will compare them with your Student Aid Report. If 
errors are found, corrections will be made. If the errors are significant enough to change the amount of financial aid 
that you were awarded, the Financial Aid Office will send you an award letter showing increased or decreased 
amounts. 

If you are selected for FAFSA verification, you need to return the information and requested documentation as soon 
as possible. Processing usually takes two to three weeks, but it can take longer during the peak season. Because 
verification must be completed in advance of disbursing any money from any financial aid program, it is vital to send 
complete and correct information as quickly as possible. Above all else, don't be upset because you were selected for 
verification. This is a process that is required by the federal government. The Financial Aid Office may even discover 
errors in your report that could actually increase your eligibility for more aid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://fafsa.ed.gov/spa/fafsa/#/LOGIN?locale=en_US
https://det-web.scansoftware.com/cafeweb/login
http://www.irs.gov/individuals/article/0,,id=232168,00.html
https://www.ecampustours.com/payingforcollege/financialaidandfafsa/irsdataretrievaltoolforfafsa

